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applications software:

DATA ENTRY

e ALL OPERATIONS TAKE PLACE
~ UNDER RECORD FORMAT

e INITIAL KEYING AND VERIFICATION
CAN PROCEED SIMULTANEOUSLY

e EDITING FACILITIES ARE EXTENSIVE,
YET EASY TO USE

e NEW FORMATS CAN BE CREATED
BY THE KEYSTATION OPERATOR

e HIGHLY RELIABLE MAXI
PERFORMANCE SYSTEM
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General Information

The RC 3600 data entry system permits the collection of up to 9.3 million bytes of
data on magnetic disc files from, typically, 16 local or remote keystations under
record format control. Completed data batches or jobs can be transferred to
computer compatible magnetic tape or, in remote job entry fashion, to a central
computer for processing. New formats are easy to create, and any format
included in the system can be accessed by all keystations simultaneously.

Validation, editing, skipping, duplication, arithmetic operations and batch
accumulation are some of the many possibilities provided by the system.

The translation of format programs, extraction of statistics, transfer of completed
batches and other management functions are all assigned to a designated
supervisory keystation.

The data entry functions operate via a combination of program packages,

which can be modified to customize them to the particular needs of each
instailation.

The performance of all keyoperator functions is guided by status information and
operator messages appearing on the keystation display screen.

Supervisory functions are performed by application programs, written in MUSIL.

The record formats consist of a number of subformats. Any number of formats can
be accomodated, limited by available disc capacity. Up to 64 subformats can be
automatically or manually linked within each format.

Data is organized into fields of up to 80 characters in length, keyed records of
variable length, and output records of variable length, record length being limited
by available disc capacity. The structure of a record is defined by a number of
field descriptions, each having two parts: a checkbox, and a program, used to
modify or supplement the standard checkbox parameters.

Field programs can operate on all of the keyed fields in the subformat as well as
on a number of registers associated with the individual keystations.

Field programs are written in an easy-to-use format language (which is available
to users).

Specifications

Key Operator Functions
Select formats.
Create new data batches or re-open temporarily closed batches for
further keying.
Key data fields with validation.
Edit the current record (correct characters and fields).
Flag an invalid field or record for subsequent correction.
Qutput records to the disc file.
Verify a keyed batch (simultaneously with the initial keying of the
batch from another keystation).
Edit any batch.
Key new formats, subprograms, and tables under record format control.
Transform the keystation into the system supervisor by keyboard command.

Supervisor Functions

Translation of operator-keyed programs, subprograms, and tables.
Extraction of statistics. This includes printed job statistics, batch statistics,
surveys of the job, format, subprogram, or table library, and disc drive
surveys.

Transfer of completed batches or jobs to magnetic tape, for example.

Other management functions. These include saving, loading, deleting, listing,
or copying the contents of specified disc files, The supervisor can also

close down a malfunctioning keystation.

Features
Range sets.
Tables of legal or illegal values.
Automatic insertion of a constant in a field.
Automatic duplication of a field in the corresponding field in the next record.
Automatic skipping of a field.
Arithmetic operations.
Display of error and other operator messages.
Check digit verification.
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